
 
 

 
 
 
September 20, 2012 
 
The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker of the House 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
House Minority Leader 
 
Dear Speaker Boehner, Minority Leader Pelosi, and Members of the 112th Congress: 
  
The American Energy Alliance (AEA) fully supports H.R. 3409, the “Stop the War on 
Coal Act of 2012,” and we urge your vote in support of this important legislation to 
defend America’s most abundant source of affordable electricity and protect thousands of 
jobs.  For nearly four years, the Obama administration has directed an aggressive 
regulatory assault on American families, pumping billions of taxpayer dollars into failed 
renewable energy industries while actively harming the domestic coal industry. 
 
By supporting H.R. 3409, Members of Congress will stand with U.S. coal against the 
growing regulatory hostility from Washington and an onslaught of misleading advertising 
campaigns by special interests beholden to well-funded extremists on the environmental 
left.  These efforts – some of which are now led by former EPA Administrator Al 
Armendariz, who promised to ‘crucify’ fossil fuel industries – must be stopped. Now is 
the time. 
 
American coal is abundant. According to government data, the United States alone has 
the largest coal reserves of any country in the world.  With approximately 486.1 billion 
short tons, America’s coal resources make us the ‘Saudi Arabia’ of coal, providing nearly 
half of our nation’s electricity generating capacity and the raw materials that U.S. steel 
workers need to stay on the job.  The current ‘war on coal’ not only compromises the 
reliability of our electricity grid, but it diminishes the hiring potential for U.S. steel at a 
time of record unemployment. 
 
American coal is affordable. A recent study by Economist Gilbert Metcalf of Tufts 
University demonstrates that wind power costs as much as 75 percent more than 
conventional coal. Once wind power’s intermittency and the need for coal-fired backup 
generation is taken into account, however, wind’s true costs would be 142 percent higher 
than the coast of coal. In fact, states that rely most on coal for their electricity generation 
are among the lowest residential prices in the county. 
 
American coal is clean.  Today’s coal-fired electricity generating plants produce more 
power, with less emission of pollutants, than before. Advanced pollution control 
technologies created and installed by industry have resulted in a 71 percent decline in the 
total emissions of the six criteria pollutants since 1970, despite a 44 percent increase in 
our energy consumption over the same time period.  According to the National Energy  



 
 
 
 
 
 
Technology Laboratory (NETL), a new pulverized-coal plant reduces the emission of 
nitrogen oxides by 86 percent, sulfur dioxide by 98 percent, and particulate matter by 
99.8 percent.  Yet these tremendous successes for clean coal are routinely dismissed by 
anti-fossil fuel ideologues who are fighting the Obama administration’s war on coal. 
 
And finally, American coal makes us competitive.  Earlier this week, EIA reported that 
Russia – which holds the world’s second largest recoverable coal reserves behind the 
U.S. – has increased its coal production significantly in 2011. This increase has led 
Russia to attain the highest post-Soviet production level in decades.  In fact, according to 
EIA, the Russian government’s strategy to increase coal production and build more coal-
fired plants will help advance the country’s global energy goals. Meanwhile, the Obama 
administration   Similarly, China has more than doubled its coal production in the last ten 
years, helping to fuel that country’s economic expansion and strengthen it’s global 
position.  Yet neither China nor Russia have the coal resources we possess in the United 
States, nor does either country have our strong record of cleaner air and water. 
 
The objective of the current “war on coal” is clear: weaken America’s position in the 
global economy, handicap fossil fuel industries to make the administration’s favored 
renewable sources appear more affordable, and deny the American people the right to 
access domestic coal resources that have the potential to power our economy for 
hundreds of years. 
 
There is no reason why the American coal industry should be suffering at the hands of 
overzealous Washington regulators, yet the current assault on our most abundant energy 
resource has taken its toll.  Environmental extremists and their allies in the corridors of 
power have done much to malign this energy source, and it’s time to fight back. 
 
Will you stand with President Obama, who famously promised to bankrupt the American 
coal industry?  Or will you stand with American energy – powered by affordable, reliable 
coal that provides heat, light, and jobs for millions of American homes.  I urge you to 
stop the war on coal and vote YES on H.R.3409. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Thomas J. Pyle 
President 
 
	
  


